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      Cabezon were primarily taken by recre-
ational anglers up until the early 1990’s.  Since
then, commercial effort has increased with the
1999 commercial landings six times higher than
sport landings. Samples from the Morro Bay
area taken from 1995 to 1998 suggest a large
portion of fish landed during that time were
sexually immature.
     California scorpionfish can make up a
substantial portion of the recreational catch, and
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Featured Fishes:  Selected Fishes of the California
Nearshore Fishery Management Plan

...by Ed Roberts, Marine Biologist
This is the final installment in a series of three
articles in the Marine Management News that
provides information on biological characteris-
tics of the species selected for management
under the Nearshore Fishery Management Plan
(NFMP), as well as an insight on the importance
of each species to sport and commercial
fisheries. In this issue, we focus on the six
species of fish included in the NFMP that are not
rockfish.
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(Featured Fishes continued on next page)

are increasingly important in the commercial live
fish fishery. The scorpionfish does not suffer
from depressurization trauma as severely as its
rockfish cousins.
     California sheephead abundances may
fluctuate with cyclic oceanic conditions such as
El Niño events. They are a prized sport fish, and
command a high price at live fish markets.
     Kelp greenling are often taken by anglers
fishing from rocky shores and in private boats in
northern California. Increased commercial fishing
pressure, combined with a decline in the sport
catch of this species, may be an indication of
overfishing.

     Monkeyface prickleback were included for
management under the NFMP because
commercial landings are primarily of live fish.
They are found in the rocky intertidal zone,
which is subject to disturbance by human
activity.
     Rock greenling are a minor component of
the sport and commercial fisheries, and very
little information is available on this species.
They were included for management under the
NFMP because their similarity with kelp
greenlings may lead to under reporting of
landings for this species.


